
FREESTANDING STEEL SHELVING 


Ames Freestanding Shelving provides convenient, economical book storage facilities adaptable to any 
library floor plan. Consisting of a simple skeleton frame which supports cantilevered “bracket-type” 
shelving, it is simple to install and rigidly constructed to withstand the heaviest book loads. Rearrange¬ 
ment or relocation is quickly accomplished. Existing installations are easily expanded to meet growing 
needs. 

Ranges are made up of one or more 3-foot units, and may be lengthened or shortened at any time by 
adding or removing these units. The initial unit for each range has two uprights. Additional units used 
to extend the range require only one upright since they are added to the initial unit. Base supports are 
equipped with leveling screws, eliminating any need for shims. To harmonize with the library interior, 
Ames offers a wide range of finish colors at no extra cost. 


SPECIFICATIOMS for Freestanding Bracket-Type 
Steel Library Shelving 

NOTE: This specification is intended as a convenience for 
architects and others specifying standard steel bookstack 
equipment. Special equipment should be specified in detail. 
Specifications are available for all library equipment and 
accessories. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: The shelving shall be Bracket- 
Type Freestanding Steel Library Shelving. Ranges shall be 
held upright without the use of transverse bracing between 
ranges and shall be composed of sectional units so that one 
or more compartments of a range may be removed without 
affecting the stability of the remaining compartments. 

SHELVING: All book shelves shall be 18-ga. steel formed 
to a 3 A" deep open box section at front and back edges. 
Brackets for book shelves shall be 16-ga. steel with front 
and top edges rolled outward, approximately 1/4". The 
front upper corner shall be rounded to' a generous radius. 
The back edge shall have two hooks for support and one 
lug to maintain alignment and to prevent accidental dis- 
lodgment of brackets. Brackets shall be joined to shelves 
without fastenings. The bracket shall have a smooth, con¬ 
tinuous hem into which the shelf end nests, leaving no raw 
edge or visible lugs. Brackets shall remain upright when 
shelves are removed, for ease in relocating. The complete 
assembly of shelf and bracket, when hung on uprights, shall 
be capable of supporting a uniformly distributed load of 
40 lbs. per sq. ft. with no permanent distortion. 

The space below bottom shelves shall be closed by means 
of kick plates installed below bottom shelf. 

Each single-faced section shall be equipped with one bot¬ 
tom shelf and six adjustable shelves. It is important that 
these shelves be identical in construction and all contain 
the rolled outward flange to prevent knifing of books at any 
level. Base shelf should be 10" (or 12") deep to provide 
maximum stability. Adjustable shelves should be 8", or as 
specified by architect or librarian. 

UPRIGHTS: The uprights shall be of tubular construction 
of no less than 18-ga. steel and shall be perforated to 
receive hooks of shelf brackets for adjustability at 1" cen¬ 
ters. At least every sixth slot shall be distinctively shaped 
for easy shelf leveling. This upright shall be of welded 
construction and not rely on fastenings to hold the halves 
together. The column base shall consist of a channel-shaped 
member having an offset pocket into which the column is 
inserted and to which it is bolted in position. The base 
shall be designed to prevent damage to floor covering by 
maximum distribution of load and elimination of sharp 
edges bearing on floor. Base member shall extend the full 
depth of shelving and shall have a leveling screw at the 
outer ends to compensate for irregularities in the floor 
surface. Leveling screws shall bear on the flange of kick 
plate, affording complete protection of floor covering. 
Longitudinal stability shall be provided by diagonal sway 
braces for double-faced units and by suitable wall clips for 
single-faced units. 


FINISHED END PANELS: Where indicated on plans, 18-ga. 
steel panels shall be installed at the ends of ranges. Panels 
shall be triple flanged at vertical edges. The front vertical 
corner shall be formed to 3 / 4 " radius. Panels shall be of 
sufficient width so that base shelf does not project beyond 
panel edge. 

ACCESSORIES: As specified by architect or librarian. 

FINISH: All material shall be thoroughly cleaned before 
painting. All parts shall be finished in Alkyd-Urea type 
enamel, baked on with the proper temperature-time rela¬ 
tionship to insure thorough curing and a tough, durable 
finish. The paint shall be applied by the electrostatic meth¬ 
od to insure thorough coverage and uniform thickness and 
density. 

The finish color shall be selected by the owner from 18 
color samples submitted by the manufacturer, or as desig¬ 
nated by architect or owner. 

INFORMATION WHEN ORDERING 

Ames’ sectional construction means that addi¬ 
tional 3-ft. units may be added to a range at 
any time. It is important in ordering to distinguish 
between an initial unit which requires two col¬ 
umns and an additional unit which requires but 
one column and associated shelves and hardware. 
To place an order for standard equipment, the 
following information is necessary: 

1. Number of ranges. 

2. Number of 3 ' units per range 

3. Type of range: single or double-faced 

4. Type of end closure: end panel or plain 

5. Depth of base shelf: 10" or 12" 

6. Number of adjustable shelves 

7. Depth of adjustable shelves: 8", 10" and 12" 

8. Accessories required, such as: range index 

holders, shelf label holders, card frames, 
book supports. 

9. Color desired. 


Children’s height (5' 0") shelving and counter 
height (3' 6") shelving are available as standard 
equipment. Shelving of any other height is avail¬ 
able on request . All heights can be supplied 
single or double-faced. 




SINGLE-FACED Shown plain, without end panels 



SPECIFY No. W90S SPECIFY No. W90A 

(initial unit) (additional unit) 



DOUBLE-FACED Shown with end panel 


SPECIFY No. DEP90 
(end panel) 


SPECIFY No. D90S 
(initial unit) 


SPECIFY No. D90A 
(additional unit) 
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The space-saving features of Stor-Mor Book Draw¬ 
ers make possible major economies in the build- 


DOUBLE YOUR STORAGE CAPACITY 

Ames' library equipment engineers have designed 
Stor-Mor Book Drawers* to provide the most effi¬ 
cient use of available floor space. By utilizing 
every other range aisle in the stack area, Stor- 
Mor Book Drawers permit the storage of up to 
twice as many books as regular shelving occupy¬ 
ing the same amount of floor space, without de¬ 
creasing the aisle width. 

EASILY INSTALLED IN PRESENT 
LIBRARIES 

Installations of freestanding or multi-tier shelving 
are readily converted to compact storage. Exist¬ 
ing uprights serve as the supports for Stor-Mor 
Drawers which span the aisle between ranges of 
conventional bracket-type bookstacks of either 
freestanding or multi-tier construction. Drawer 
assemblies, with uprights if required, may be 
purchased for one or more sections of a range 
progressively, or complete conversion can be 
made immediately. 

IDEAL FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION 


To Suit 


(Trade Mark) 

Compact Storage Adaptable to All Libraries 


Smooth-operating Stor-Mor Drawers roll 
open with an easy three-pound pull. 


ing of new libraries. With less floor area required 
for book storage, the size of the building may be 
reduced, or additional space made available for 
other activities. 

DRAWERS INTERCHANGE WITH SHELVES 

Stor-Mor Book Drawers are interchangeable with 
regular shelving at will. At any time they may be 
moved to other similar uprights. The shelves they 
replace are shifted to the uprights vacated by the 
drawers. 


SPECIFICATIONS for Stor-Mor Book Drawers 

SCOPE OF WORK: Furnish all material, labor, and 
equipment necessary to provide a complete installation 
of Compact Book Storage for: (A or B) 

A. New Installation: The compact storage book 
drawers shall be supported by slotted tubular up¬ 
rights together with all necessary base plates, 
spacers and bracing as ordinarily used for conven¬ 
tional bracket-type bookstack construction, either 
multi-tier or single-tier as shown on plans or as 
otherwise specified below. 

B. Adaptation to Existing Installation: The 

compact storage book drawers shall be supported 
by existing bookstack uprights. All drawer loads 
shall be transmitted to existing uprights and no 
additional loads shall be imposed on stack floors 
except at existing uprights. 


FINISH: All material shall be thoroughly cleaned before 
painting. All parts shall be finished in Alkyd-Urea type 
enamel, baked on with the proper temperature-time rela¬ 
tionship to insure thorough curing and a tough, durable 
finish. The paint shall be applied by the electrostatic 
method to insure thorough coverage and uniform thick¬ 
ness and density. The finish color shall be selected by the 
owner from 18 color samples submitted by the manufac¬ 
turer, or as designated by architect or owner. 

INSTALLATION: Drawer assemblies shall be installed 
by properly qualified personnel familiar with the re¬ 
quirements of bookstack erection. Drawers shall be hung 
level with uniform vertical spacing. Each 3-ft. section 
shall have two rows of 7 drawers in height, making a 
total of 14 drawers per section, unless otherwise noted 
on plans or in specifications. 

GUARANTEE: The entire installation shall be guaran¬ 
teed against faulty materials or workmanship for a peri¬ 
od of one year. This structure is covered by U. S. Patent 
No. 2,872,048. 


EFFORTLESS, TROUBLE-FREE OPERATION 

Running lightly on ball-bearing rollers, the all- 
steel Stor-Mor Drawers open and close easily 
and quietly with less than 3-pounds pull. Drawers 
are held securely in the closed position by a posi¬ 
tive-locking catch. Books are held in place by 
adjustable book supports which hook into drawer. 
To accommodate volumes of varying sizes, draw¬ 
ers are adjustable to any desired height on the 
supporting columns. 


DRAWER ASSEMBLY—General Description of Func¬ 
tion: The intent of this specification is to describe a 
drawer assembly which can be supported on bracket-type 
bookstack uprights spaced in the same manner required 
for the support of conventional shelving. It is intended 
that the supporting structute provided for drawer as¬ 
semblies be identical to that required for conventional 
shelves and that there be ready interchangeability be¬ 
tween compact storage drawers and conventional shelves. 
The drawer assembly shall be of sufficient length to span 
the distance between ranges and provide maximum stor¬ 
age in a pattern of uprights designed for conventional 
shelving. Two rows of drawers shall occupy the hori¬ 
zontal space between uprights in a standard 3-ft. section. 
The contents of each drawer shall be readily accessible 
by rolling the drawer to the open position so that one- 
half of the length of the drawer is fully exposed in the 
range aisle. Drawer suspension shall be so designed that 
a maximum force of 3 pounds is required to overcome 
the inertia of a 250-pound book load from either the 
open or closed position. 


INFORMATION WHEN ORDERING 

For any type of Stor-Mor installation, the only prelimi¬ 
nary information required is the space available and 
the number and length of ranges desired. 
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Designed and Erected to Meet Your Requirements 


BOOKSTACK COMPONENTS 

The structural parts of the multi-tier bookstack include the steel columns 
which support the shelves or drawers, the floors, and the stairs, all of 
which must be specially designed and manufactured for each individual 
project. Shelves, brackets, book supports and miscellaneous accessories 
are standard for all installations. Sound construction, efficient use of space, 
convenience for librarians and borrowers, and protection for books govern 
our design of these installations. 


PLANNING SERVICE 

If you will provide us with preliminary sketches or a description of the 
library building, we are prepared to submit the following information for 
your consideration: 

1. Details of stack columns together with details of related parts 
such as footing plates and floor bearing members. These details 
will be selected for their suitability for the requirements of the 
job involved. Details will also be provided of the three types of 
decks which we are prepared to install. These decks are: (a) con¬ 
crete; (b) cellular steel, flush both sides; (c) cellular steel with 
exposed cells on underside forming the ceiling. 

2. Information on bookstack loads and column design. 

3. Cost estimates. 

Our services extend from the inception to the completion of the bookstack, 
and are offered to all those concerned with the design, construction and 
use of such equipment. A thorough knowledge of library requirements, an 
understanding of architectural and engineering problems involved, and 
complete manufacturing facilities are our credentials to library planners 
and builders. 

Consultation is offered free and entails no obligation. We urge you to 
request this service during the early planning stage of the library. 


Am 



Multi-tier construction, 
showing conventional shelving 
and Stor-Mor Drawers 



This typical two-tier stack, adjacent to the reading room, was fabricated 
and installed, including the stairs and railing, by Ames. The attractive 
steel end panels are finished to harmonize with the library interior. 
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The undersides of the steel decks may be plastered, as shown in this 
multi-tier installation. All electrical wiring is inside the columns and 
decks (UL approved) for neat appearance. No conduit is required. 





























































BOOKSTACK EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES 



Ames offers a complete line of library equipment and accessories. 
Consult us regarding your specific requirements. 







DIVIDED SHELVES for Vertical Filing 



Ames Divided Shelves provide a low-cost, time- and space-saving system 
for the upright filing and storing of folders, phonograph records, periodi¬ 
cals, etc., which will not stand alone vertically on standard shelving. 
Interchangeable with practically all makes of bracket-type book shelving. 
Shelves available in 10", 12" and 14" depths. 


DIVIDED SHELVES are instantly adjustable 
vertically and Shelf Dividers are adjustable 
horizontally, both on 1" centers. 





CARREL DESKS Freestanding, 

Single or Double-faced 

Single-faced unit accommodates up to 
5 bracket-type shelves on rear face. 
Drawer if desired. Individual desks 
without side panels are available for 
multi-tier construction. 


SINGLE¬ 

FACED 


Height: 66" 
Width: 36" 
Depth: 20y 2 " 


SPECIFY No. WCD 


FLUSH BRACKET SHELVING 

Shelved Flat for Newspapers or Other Material 


SPECIFY No. D-10 
(10" shelf) 


SPECIFY No. D-12 
(12" shelf) 


SPECIFY No. D-14 
(14" shelf) 



WALL-HUNG EQUIPMENT 

for classrooms, libraries, offices 

This simple, low cost Ames shelving 
system uses slotted steel columns 
which are easily fastened to any 
wall. Installed at 36" intervals, 
the columns support any standard 
bracket-type shelving and other 
equipment such as sloping display 
shelves, coat-rack shelves, light¬ 
weight desks, and bracket-equip¬ 
ped chalkboards, tackboards and 
pegboards. Equipment is quickly 
adjusted, rearranged or removed. 
Savings of approximately 50% in 
cost over adjustable wood shelv¬ 
ing of similar quality. Details on 
request. 



Standard depth 20". Special construction to permit close spacing. Shelf 
surface unobstructed for full length of range. 


DOUBLE-FACED 


SPECIFY No. NP 



SLIDING REFERENCE SHELF for Double-Faced Ranges Only 

Permits brief reference to books and convenient writing surface. Shelf 
can be pulled out from either side of double-faced range. Safety stop 
prevents accidental dislodgment. Shelf guides are attached to underside 
of any depth bookshelf, without tools. 


OPEN POSITION 



SPECIFY No. SR 


AMES STEEL LIBRARY EQUIPMENT is ideal for all types of libraries, 
including public libraries, schools, colleges, institutions, offices and indus¬ 
trial libraries. Without obligation, Ames’ experienced library equipment 
engineers will help you plan for the equipment which meets your particu¬ 
lar needs. 


Locations of recent in¬ 
stallations for refer¬ 
ence purposes will be 
supplied on request. 
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